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PrObQbly the 1St nebuleolJs end illy ~f1N3d 'tOf89 ian 

In the world Is that of the Protestant cl~rgy~n i n Amer!c~ . 

ost ministers do not .. ark eny har der than a production li 

worker ~ eny r Do f"a99i"lne.l !hEIn . T!ie ciff'erenC!3 is that ~t01H)] 

no other jOb or profestlon d~Dnds so ~h that the worker 

crJ~anize enG uses his time . T'w ceroy"'18n use of ti 

most entire l y un to 1-11" , ny 0' us ponie under the opprc_ ­

liiI iva freedl:' of heving to orgenize our 0lIl" johs . Anr1 of coursE! 

8 COfl1:ll1cating f'ector is that our livlihood comea from you . 

Vou pey our 581ariee , if you e r e unhappy , your giving Is lower 

end the clergyman moves on to greener or ~ler pas t ures . 

It is this IMecurity 8t,OUt ceenlng pS'"'"Jle ,",eppy Vl",t Cc 

ini!:ter ... to ocjust hi r~le end f'uncti!Jn to t~s de~ircs of' t~ 

co~regati!Jn rether th3('1 whet 11'3 actually f ela t~e roll of I'f,j 

ceht the ~inistry is all ebout . ~ol"lO clergynen give ,i5 

people whet they went •• eventuelly they feel c~el!lt ~ dut 

yet they go on demandin1 what he Cl!lnnot give . 

Loo~ forex6 le et what 60me clergymen will do in tr 

face of the insecurity , in the face of the pressure for hb to 

be what his pSQnle want hi~ to be , th9 pressure to keep them 

haPDy ••••••• e morning with en alcOholic , I!I evening with a dBf ­

perate married coup19 , I!I talk to some group , e viSi~ to en 

elderly patient , ta conferencf't ~ere . e lIIBeting tl'lere , a for'" to 

fill out , I!I letter to write , and interview with a nen ~ er 



IIIho wants hiB deuc.,ter ' illegiti-:ate 80n pri>Je;tely JEl!"JUse , 
y 

ective I)" this end th8t co, unity effort 8M club . ih9 commun­

lty and the congreg8~ion ere usually willin~ to Invol>Je the 

cler~yman, to 8sk him to take On 8nyt~ing, to volunteer for 

thet, to servic9 here e~d there •• ~nd ell too o~ten he 

egress After ell where cen II!! corrrnunity I!Ind e church ~t a 

much for so 11 ttle • 19t thv preecher do it. 

Let's be honest • can e people actually think th~t ana 

men cen capably do the many things which IS congrsgetion eX;'lects 

of hi, if he is to keep tl'te t"appy . Nonsense~ no such geniUS 

exiets. How ctan e man be expert in every rielc!? Law, 

finance, counseli~, education , pschology , vocetio~l guidenc , 

interpreting the scritpute , e~juating raoom tempereture~, 

fixing personege t~p6 , wiping the sao sisters noses , etc . aut 

the worst judgement upOn t~o Christien congr9£8tion end co un­

ity is for every orgl!lni21!1tion in the co unity thinking that 

it must hl!lve a clergy~an to prey to es~ the blessing or 

to give the invocetior . Its l!ving test! any to the lost 

3rt of praying amonJ laymen . You do me n 'onor by 8skin'] 

to rr8y, you do rev88l your own lack of religious di ~cipl~~. 

w',at is eI paetor .. ..hat is "is role? 

Let me eh~re with you whnt I helve been eble to coorel8te 

in the teaching of the 9ibl9 and the cold hard f8cts of 8 

perist- . 

1. T~e n8~tor !~ , f~r ~n~ t"i~, 8 1'0 het . 
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The prophet see s to under t nd Co I concern as x r 85 

in .):!sus Chri t And Ii plies it to life ~ ha ndershl'lds H. 

Consequently, t~prophet cannot it back end ses the po ular 

hilosopies and v81~s erode end destroy the co on life of 

eoplS'. Therer~re, his t 6k it to bring to be8r odls j 

rrent upon nen end wo~n, gro~5 '1nd culture. 

The gospel '89 something to SAy to the way III ~USOeln 

tr ats his lIIife, the way in which II Ift!!n r~e onds to his f 110.; 

T"'e gO!"! e 1 hcs 8 thing to sey bout h 

in; it h s 60 thl~ to Bey about )ol1ties, wer, Dverty, rae, 

i norence, pride. It 1s the pro~hets task to nnounce what 

~od says to the resent nerlltlon, no tt r wh t t e cost to 

,1 personally. T""e tor.; et is, in e 6 nee, to 'SA end 01 

scriptinn, the corecience of a f]rol4= Dr netiol"'. 


'110111, t 
 estorle h as prophet is ro d 

,., c!emancinr;. o ona c ev(;r flrrive et oint n say 

I fully r~edy to lay my role of ro h t' . Its re 11)' 8 

o n-ended resp~nsibil1ty, y function 88 ~r hat 1s to 

ew ken ~he C~ri • t.., ee the nee,j for love and service en 

orifice both in the front. yar .nd t !Icky r d of the 

co unity. 

I elieve it to ~ t k to interrr t ~od's will For 

r to bnnounce hi j ~e nt upon I co itt to 

ing "Jhet res rce len wt r to t ina uO~'6 _ill for us 

"Kl to ere t lIIaya f F', !filling t ....at 11111. vo 10n 
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w~y to 0 even the Dr us ~ava ~de 'UC, pro r S8 , 

2 The F.eco spect or y rola . s I see it. i to) 

tJ tor. n- to use 80 ')utdt!.te Pi l"TB - a ahe hert' . I 

tlinkinJ f~ of pnstor~l cera , 

I a' ready to r8!l and to P<!O'.:Ile who v pr :ble , en 

who fael th t I c~n h91~ . ~,an death inv~des the f~ l1y , 

ch~n omeone is Ill, or ~ny eit~dtion of tress here you feel 

I can l!Ii.>sist . tl": t is my job . I e here to eerve yOI.. .,.., n you 

~ed serv! 

ut ~n t~ other ~nG I have nc d sire to 8 8 rof 

sloml frien~ . I _nt to ick y friends you chao your 

It is illlJOS8i .Ie to be the aest friend with sveryol"lEt n our 

e erehip rolls . ut that doesn ' t i ly that I em not con­

cern'! ft out ell t"'098 peaph. 

Let Joet 8ey this about the estarel functi n. It 

is ina , but it Is dsa your ~v ty C~rist1a'" is pastor . 

Its your job, 88 lUell as ina . to 1118sist not only our f llOU! 

members in thirre of triel but also th .ho ere not me er~. 

I reeely don ' t see yself ee indespen9i~l9 . I e 8veilable 

whe n needed. ut haq much ":Ie t ter it would be , if you would 

stert exerci.ing ynur c lling 89 e priest of C~ri8t . 

o lbC~ ~t ~tor at e lot of kicking ebout is 


estornl visit tion. Let it e euid t~et faw pastors do 


enoUG'" of it . But y the serre tc n most of US ere i ly not 

int rested in oci~l cellino;, Just - a that we can 8 y we de 

http:utdt!.te


o ny 11 lest t . Br onelly , I thi~ there is no 

ra In to call unl ss there i a reason. ~nd a out t,e most 

inane remark I hava ever henr is for e 'leone III 0 18 round" 

enure! quit .... nan to say " ... '!ll , yOu "lever hava colled on , 

.,.!ly should I? Let it e l~inly understooc. I will ~ver 

re"".JB8 to COIlEl to your "0 Jp n invit8tion . 1 f you hevB ne 

you will need to l~t ~ know of t • 

'.'1 role b a pastor is to tend to the needs of t!)e t e 

conqrsg ticn. Couns811~ . memeoriel services , wedding, t., 

ere nts , te c~l~ , sharing in oth the joys an~ trlol of 

t ere of tl'1e co Lmit.y of Gods pe"3ple , and 11 th!lt. I 

cnlt 8e8 my role e a .Jlorifie Uery 1:Ioy , 21 iU9 valet , or 

89 breezy servant . 

:5 . ~rophet nd !lstor those 'B8 two caf the functiore of 

the mi "'iater , as I see it. For the third d ecriptive wo 

y effort to deecribe the rob of' tl"oe inister J I tur to 

Elton Truebloo~ . He c~ll the 1nister CODCt- , yO 

like the coach of en ~t~letic tea 

y~u are 8 are of the function of a coach . ~e is the In& 

wh 1 9 get the 1 y rs 1n condition , he eets fortI- proper 

tr n":'ng hehits , he fats t i, unde standing the 'u 

nteh s well D8 t finesse 0' t,. nd he Ins~ir 

h. wb n ~ey go i t t:he J8 rejOices with the wh r 

t 	 cy win, instruct tho IIJhen they fail nd Cel\ ales 0 

tr I'lIJthens the ""hen they l~ e. 
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He ullies them 8n~ lift! them end rspares the for the 

g8me • tho Jigger the ~8ma , the mor ~ prepares the . He 

ees to it th!:lt trey hews the s.,iritad sur crt of th~ non­

• r cognizi~ that tho i irati of failS 18 0 

great sset to t~e tea • eee to it th t their .cune ere 

t nde to , he :l1nds their elnkles lIIith tok • 

I eee the rola of tl'>e pa.stor to be eOfr1311.1hat i .iler . 

is the coach of a t - of C~ri~tian disci~19B . leads t"-' 

in la<:l.rnin; the f'undament!"lb of th "aitl"i , he trl~s to.get e 

"0 see t 18 va!1J6 of cl::ci·)1in ,of .IBing fit . He does everytl-ing 

8 C~~ to prepare the for the ga~ .. the buaiiesS of ~ri5ti, 

Itness tftg "ICI Christie living. 

rallies tram in common wor_ ip , thus hel~ing the 

teem ers t~ know that t~8y orB not elone that they CDn 

I end 0" tf-e ee llIork of Christi:3" Dnd he s~ "'rt of non­

articipants in the specific geme even tho t~8 no~- ' artie! nts 

s C!'lr ie tie ns ~lra il"Nolved in other g mea . 

And when the rli,ciples venITa Forth to pl~y tne ga ) • 

tc ,,,It , and to 8erve , to reOO£ and to '30va • • t Y ,Jot. 

wIn end lose. ~'8" til victory is won ~8 rejoices with t qt , 

ani "'elp~ t! m to ;lee why they 1II0n. When they 100e ~e comole:;. 

the and t~ethr they work t~ overco the weaknesses which lee 

to defeat . w;Bn thoy rautrn wounded end bleeding , oc~ing 8~ 

tirs , he ia tt-elr to l nd their OUl"\rts 'lnd tn le1p thol'll t-ecOf 



-
7 


, 
r newel . lind f,.. starts to get t! e ready for the n t 

:lame • n n which joesn 1t C'£rl next Ldee~ - b l ithi t 

ur . 

• t is InisLr? Everybody '10... 0 diff r n: 10:1 


u y ~n1 try i c~nductod fro t~ p r ctive of the 


t 	 y serf ti re . That of e rophet whose re ... i ­

ility it i to a~ounce at ...od ' s ill is elnd to announce 0' 

It is t~t of aster 'nlstar~~ 

to the r al noeds of people . forgivl"9 thoir sins rd di ­

t·~ Go I love to t~a It 1s that of e conch • r pflI'l 

t a C"1ri ti",n disci Ie r.,r t', .. sk t y va as witness 

r r C!"lri t nd worker f'Dr ree :ieUl ti 

1 ... not eee y role d en d i:11strot r , t tl"a t I t 

I do not see yself 88 od 1 of C!1ri Han co itlmont 

bahevi r th under C:,ri t I h • I 

lAnd I roy that • y r In1 ter B cal t ether 


rVB the C,ri twh wor ! . ... playing y ro1 and 


you yours . oth nf 11ch r to be disciple of C!,rht in
• 

all our r letionshi s n i, the whole of our li~es . 


